
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
The President's message again recommends the

commission of experts asked for by the American
Public Health Association, and it is sincerely hoped
in medical circles that a certain Washington Bureau
will kindly permit Congress to act on the recommen-
dation of the President without too much opposition.
In my last annual message I recommended that Congress

authorize the appointment of a commission for the purpose of
making systematic investigations with reference to the cause

and prevention of yellow fever. This matter has acquired an

increased importance as the result of the military occupation
of the Island of Cuba and the commercial intercourse between
this island and the United States, which we have every reason
to expect.
The sanitary problems connected with our new relations with

the Island of Cuba and the acquisition of Porto Rico are no

less important than those relating to finance, commerce and
administration. It is my earnest desire that these problems
may be considered by competent experts and that every-
thing may be done which the most recent advances in sanitary
science can offer for the protection of the health of our soldiers
in those islands, and of our citizens who are exposed to the
dangers of infection from the importation of yellow fever. I
therefore renew my recommendation that the authority of
Congress may be given and a suitable appropriation made to
provide for a commission of experts to be appointed for the
purpose indicated.

THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER DISTURBANCES
IN INDIA.

From an official report we gather some items of
information concerning the medical provision for the
troops engaged with the hostile tribes from June 19,
1897, to April 6, 1898, which may be of interest at
this time when we are investigating what was done

and what was not done for the care of our sick and
wounded during the Spanish War. The corps units
mobilized consisted of sixteen batteries of artillery,
nine regiments of cavalry, ten companies of sappers
and miners and fifty-nine battalions of infantry, aggre-
gating 18,688 British officers and men, 41,677 native
officers and men and 32,696 followers, giving a total
of 93,061. The medical arrangements included four-
teen British and twenty-two native field hospitals of
100 beds each, a total of 3600 beds. There were no

regimental, battalion or battery hospitals. There
were in addition to the accommodations of the mobi-
lized field-hospitals, 6725 beds available for use at
base or general hospitals. The medical and hospital
personnel consisted of no less than 9658 men, or over
10 per cent, of the command, followers included.
There were 41,055 men admitted to sick report

during the nine and a half months and l»i02 deaths,
the admissions being at the rate of 451.70 and the
deaths at the rate 17.20 per thousand of the strength.
Between June 28 and Dec. 27, 1897, the average per¬
centage of sick among the troops in the field was 4.58,
the minimum rate at Kohat-Kurrum, 1.52; the maxi¬
mum rate at Peshawur and vicinity, 10.52. Very great
attention was paid to the sanitary state of the various
posts and camps by the medical officers, and as a rule
their condition was remarkably good The weekly san¬

itary inspections were carefully made, and especially
with a view to the defection of incipient scurvy, which
was entirely absent from the British troops. The few
cases which occurred among the native troops and
followers were very mild. The rations were good, the
clothing suitable and the water-supplies safe-guarded
as far as practicable. Quinin was used as a prophy¬
lactic when considered desirable,

SICKNESS IN THE BRITISH SOUDAN FORCES:
A COMPARISON.

There has been so much denunciation of the sani-
tary conduct of the war that it is hoped is now over,
and some of it undoubtedly based on real defects of
management, that we have almost come to accept it as,
in this respect, a terrible example of how such things
ought not to have been done. In this country we
reverse the practice of everywhere else and publish
all our errors and deficiencies, so that all the world
knows them; there is no limit to the scandalous chron-
icles given out, often without judgment or basis of
truth. Elsewhere public policy and national pride
tend to suppress disagreeable truths, and there is no
such wholesale newspaper criticism of everything that
can by any possibility be made to show a bad side.
The recent Egyptian campaign, in which Great

Britain has just been so successfully engaged, has
been held up to us as a model of excellence in every-
thing that pertains to the sanitary management of a

campaign, and to a large extent the praises are un¬

doubtedly deserved. The perfect fairness of the com-
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